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N o S u rp rises By RLD Editorial Team

STEP T

God is big enough to Job 23:10-11; 40:3-4; Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out
handle our honesty. 42:2-5 your hearts to him. —Psalm 62:8

In order to introduce the lesson topic, students will talk about the challenges of
honesty and watch a short video about letters children have written to God.

Materials:
[ ] Internet access

Everyone’s probably heard the phrase “honesty is the best policy,” but being honest isn’t
always easy to do. Sometimes we find it easier not to talk about difficult or challenging
things—not because we’re trying to lie, but because the subject is painful or uncomfortable
or we think we’ll be judged for some reason. We just don’t want to talk about it.

» What do you think “honesty is the best policy” means? (Answers may vary.)

> Have you ever chosen not to talk about something because it was embarrassing,
hurtful, or upsetting? (Be prepared to share your own examples.)

> Have you ever been surprised by what you heard when someone was honest with you?
What happened? (Give one or two students the opportunity to share.)

Just because something is true doesn’t necessarily mean we need to talk about it. Some
things are true but hurtful or unpleasant; other things we just don’t talk about because we
are being polite. Of course, young kids often don’t have this kind of filter. In the video you’re
about to watch, the kids are very, very honest with God!

Play the following video clips for your students:
Video 1:

FUNNY!! Letters Written to God by Children
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/bX8e214LJBs

Video 2:
PART 2: Letters to God written by Children. FUNNY!!
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Kzm0h470JBU



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/bX8e2I4LJBs
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/Kzm0h470JBU

The examples in these videos were funny, but in real life, it can be hard to be honest.
Sometimes, it might even seem like we don’t have anyone we can talk to.

> Is anyone willing to share about a time when you wanted to tell someone how you felt,
but didn’t think you could trust them? (Students may need prompting to share by you leading

out with your own experience, but be sure over-sharing of names and details does not occur.)

Honesty can be challenging, but there’s one Person we can always be honest with. Today’s
lesson is an extreme example to teach us exactly why.

(Continue on to Steps 2 and 3 in your teacher’s guide; your Step 4 appears below.)



No Surprises

STEP 4

God is big enough to Job 23:10-11; 40:3-4; Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out
handle our honesty. 42:2-5 your hearts to him. —Psalm 62:8

Materials:

Internet access

Scissors

Cardstock printouts of box template (1 per student; template here) Jeanne,
the pdf for this will be in the file on Box

Tape or glue

Small square of cardstock that can fit into the assembled box (1 per student)
Pens/pencils

Optional: Stickers

N A

Before the lesson, print out enough of the gift box templates on cardstock so that each student has
one (you may want to print extras for examples or mistakes). The template can be found here. If
time is an issue, you may want to cut out the templates ahead of time. Making a sample and scoring
the fold lines can also save time.

If your class is meeting online, email the templates for families to print ahead of time. Invite
students to bring printed templates and scissors, tape/glue, pens/pencils, and a small square of
cardstock with them to class.

As students are finishing their activities from the last step, bring their attention back to the
lesson focus. Even when it seems like our problems are insurmountable, we should remember
that they are not too big for God. No matter how difficult things might seem, we can always
be completely honest with God.

Think about it this way: whatever your issue, God already knows all about it! There’s
nothing you could say that would ever surprise God or catch God by surprise. Distribute
supplies (or invite students to have them ready at home) and demonstrate how to construct the box.

Give each student a small square of cardstock cut to fit inside the assembled box (or invite
students to have this ready at home). Ask your students to think of something they have been
holding back from God—something that has been uncomfortable for them to share. It might be
something they feel God did or didn’t do that upset them. Ask them to write a symbol on the square
of cardstock—something that symbolizes the situation that only they would recognize and place it
in the box.



The only thing God’s waiting for is for you to come to Him for help. During the next week,
use the symbol in this box as your reminder to talk to God about that situation. Even though
no one else knows what your symbol stands for, God already knows! You won’t shock Him—
He wants to talk to you about it! Any time you have a sensitive issue, write down or symbolize
your honest prayer on a slip of paper and add it to this box until you have a chance to talk to
Him.

Close in prayer.

(We are not affiliated with and do not endorse any website or any other media listed on these pages.
At the time of writing, we carefully review the referenced material and non-referenced web page
content. However, due to the nature of the Internet, non-cited content on the website [including
pop-ups, links, and ads] changes frequently and is beyond our control. Please review carefully
before showing links in the classroom.)



